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that this short cut to the Indies and China and Japan would
seriously interfere with the prosperity of her own good city on the
Cape of Good Hope.

Nevertheless the canal was built, and Signer Verdi composed
his noble opera Aida in honour of the occasion, and the Khedive
ruined himself by providing free board and lodging and free tickets
to Aida to all his foreign visitors, who filled not less than sixty-
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nine vessels when they went a-picniddng from Port Said to Suez,
the terminus of the canal on the Red Sea.
Then England changed her tactics, and her Prime Minister,
Benjamin Disraeli, bought a majority of the shares in the fa^al
which the Khedive was compelled by his necessities to sell. The
canal proved to be a godsend for the trade between Asia and
Europe, and produced almost ^8,000,000 a year in revenue alone
(28,000,000 tons passed through it in 1930) *
By the way, the famous antiquities of Egypt art scattered over
the land, The pyramids you will find in the neighbourhood of
Cairo where once stood Memphis. But Thebes, the old capital of